	UNIVERSITY of OXFORD SPORTS DEPARTMENT


	OXFORD UNIVERSITY RACKETS CLUB RISK ASSESSMENT 2026/2027           


	Training usually carried out by the club at Radley College.
The annual Varsity Match is played at the Queen’s Club, London.


	HAZARD 


	CONTROL MEASURES IN PLACE
	RISK FACTOR
	FURTHER CONTROL MEASURES

	1. Player being struck by a ball in the eye.



	Players are made aware of the advantages of 
wearing eye protection (though also bear in mind
that goggles and glasses can reduce visibility). It is recommended that protective glasses are worn, but are not compulsory as these can reduce  
the ability to see the ball.

	Low
	In the case of any accident during training, medical care is available immediately at the Radley College sanatorium, which is two minutes away from the court. In addition, there is a First Aid kit in the Rackets court area. There is also a phone for emergency contact, and there will always be a mobile phone available 

In the case of any accident during the Varsity Match, First Aid Care and First Aiders are immediately at hand at the Queen’s Club. 

	2. Player being struck by a ball on another part of the body.


	Whenever there is a danger of hitting another
player, the rules state that the player must ask for
a let; and that it is illegal to boast a ball off the 
back wall.

	Low
	As above


	3. Player being struck by another players racket.


	As above. Whenever there is a danger of hitting another player, the rules state that the player must ask for a let.

For any cuts, play should cease and First Aid should be administered with the First Aider wearing gloves to ensure that there is no possibility of cross-infection from blood.


	Low
	As above

	4. Twisting an ankle/damaging other joints while on court. 


	Players are aware that suitable footwear, with 
soles that provide good grip, must be worn; that
it is in their interests to warm up thoroughly 
before practising; and that they must not play 
if the court is damp from sweating. Courts should be wiped if they become wet from sweat.

	Low
	As above

	5. Muscular strains
	It is recommended that players warm up before playing by stretching. 
	Low/Medium
	As above

	6. A spectator is struck by a ball flying out of court into the gallery.


	Signs are posted on the stairs leading to the 
gallery, and in the gallery, that there is a risk of 
balls flying out of court, and spectators must 
pay attention to the play at all times

	Low
	As above

	7. Building Faults which could lead to a greater chance of a player injuring themselves.  


	Players should not play if the facility is sub-standard e.g. poor lighting, defective court etc
Faults are reported to the Rackets professionals at the court.

	Low
	

	8. Travelling to training/matches

Road accidents involving the use of private cars.


	Drivers to comply with Road Traffic Act. Vehicle to be checked and suitable for use before departure. Seatbelts to be worn and passengers to not distract the driver.



	Low but potentially fatal.
	If the club has a major accident and/or incident which involves the member going to Hospital or the Emergency Services being called then the club have the chance to contact the University Security Services Emergency Line on (01865) 289999 who will offer advice and assistance. Security Services will contact the Press Office, the college(s) of the injured person(s) and the key personnel within the Sports Department who
can help. 




